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It pleases me that Dr. Farid Karimipour of the University of Tehran, and his colleague
Melika Sajadian have translated into Farsi Az Introduction fo Scientific Research
Methods in Geography and Environmental Studies, coauthored by myself and Paul C.
Sutton. This is the 2" edition of our text, the 1" edition of which was published as An
Introduction to Scientific Research Methods in Geography, both by SAGE. The current
translation is being published by the University of Tehran Press.

Paul and I wrote the book to provide students and researchers with a broad and
integrative introduction to the conduct and interpretation of scientific research in
geography. We define “research methods” as the suite of techniques and procedures for
empirical scientific investigation, along with the logic and conceptual underpinnings that
tie scientific investigation together, and connect it with substantive theory. Our text aims
to be comprehensive, dealing with all phases of the research process, from generating
research ideas to using library resources, developing research designs, collecting data,
analyzing and displaying data, communicating research to others, and conducting
research ethically and responsibly. It is intended only to infroduce students to these
various phases of conducting research, however. An eventual practicing researcher will
need further training in skills such as data collection in particular areas, data analysis and
modeling, and cartography and GIS.

Notably, the text presents a framework for scientific research methods that applies



(e Sladllas 5 Lilae 5o oo pole sla i) 2 Slandis /Y

both to natural (biophysical) sciences and social -behavioral sciences. Among other
things, scientific methods imply a quest for objectivity, replicability, and generality.
Because we believe there is merit to applying these to understanding the human world as
well as the natural world, we are able to offer a metaphysical framework that helps bridge
the divide between human and physical geography, and the human and natural sciences in
general. But we do not promote goals like objectivity naively, even when pursued in the
physical sciences. For instance, we recognize that investigators have personal biases and
motives (sometimes unconsciously) besides searching for truth, including biases and
motives that may be related to the investigator’s background and position in society.
However, we also see that science includes certain social mechanisms, such as peer
review and critique, that greatly help to increase objectivity in science.

As we noted above, SAGE agreed with our extension of the 2" edition to include
environmental studies. Geography and environmental studies have a great deal in
common. Both fields combine natural- and social-science approaches (as well as
humanities, engineering, etc.). And both attempt to understand the natural and built
environments that constitute Earth as the home of humanity. We found that the two
related fields fit together naturally in this book.

Finally, although our text is designed to help those who want to conduct and interpret
scientific research, we recognize that geography and environmental studies are incredibly
broad and multidisciplinary fields. Not all scholars in these fields practice scientific
inquiry or self-identify as scientists. In particular, many work in the tradition of the
humanities. Our focus on scientific approaches is not intended in any way to disparage
humanities approaches. We do not see science as the only road to truth and understanding,
nor the only scholarship in geography or environmental studies that is of value to
humanity. We even lean toward the notion that people choose to work in the tradition of
science primarily because they are disposed to prefer it. Professionally, we have this

disposition and so does our textbook .
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